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Socio-tulturrl Factors and Se(ond Latrguagc Acquisition

This nniclc cxrDrnr.\ rh. i,ctr, culLurrl Npe.* .l l.mri,,E Fn-!lish n Irdir
where Enllnh n n*d rs x:.cond lnngua-ge (Ll) Thc li]\r \..hoD.crless rhc
l,terrlure re rted ro drc so.irl ph.nomcnon ol lM!uxgc rnd lrngtrnse
xcqusirion The ne\r se(ioD encs n bri.l ovc.vie\r ol th..rrcDr $ r\.1
Ln!lLsh,i Indir dnd English lxneung..dtr.xlnnr in the counrry io.trssir! oD
lhc $udrcar nxre (a,nrlr[[ ln thc sc.lioD thrl li)liN!\. lhe $cio-.rlrtr.rt
i$ues x$undl.aniig English xrc dGctrsea.l r.suc rhxl ltLnrill b&lluLnd
01 L2 childitn and.l!$dinr cuhnrc m rhe nur mpoaul vrirbles rhxr
lecrLlrqtrisni.n Thernicleerds withx mmxr] xlld $nc imDli.drtuns

xn'l linnrdons \rhich m,! pave the wrr for iudher r.s.xrrh

lUrnyrcscturherslLong 1997.Mlche!1006.irodinI-rn(rll.l006:7t3)a':k
rhllsecondlaDenagea.quNtbnISLA)is prindilvconcenEd$iih.ognirn.

jcesses thrt t ex.lrnvdly situaled insidc dr. l.a.rea\ heal . Itoqcver.
the, aln, Ecognizc rlre li.t rhrr social li.rors plry ! de ln rngnlg. use.
Lrrtoll md his collcrsnes (2000 .ited in Collc i|. x d Fted 200.1: t56)
cont.M rhnr SLA is |rlmariLl x $cial \cnriotic con{nfr The] ar3ue rhir
lcrn rgo0ctr's xs aE ulr oI mcDrorehip xnd sGio lrurt uivir! rorthenr.
l.,r 'rs ...,, ,,, fe::rnr,".ur.r.,,*remlr.,Jt r I

rmeIPo\onaia.tirity drxt firits lhe bNis tbrlnd,vidurl firn.rioniD!. This ts in
linesirhVygosk!(1986)aDdBtuneis(t977)viewthdlhcsocixl.i c'rn.dll
domdnhx\rsr.ar inpdotrrhechill slatrgungexnd.o!tririvederubuncnr
Llnrolland Tho' rc (lL!6: 20 I ) rrgue lhnr'dcvetopnMrrt Iro.c*e\ ut. tl j..
lhrcugh pxniciprrion in culruul. iinguisric and h$ktricrtty lirner !cniIg!
such rs tirmill life and peer !r{rup inrerucrior. aid in irLrituitofxt ooDrc\(
likc schoolirg, organized \pons acririrics, ind sork ft..ei Lxn$lt (tOO5:
l0.l)seerSLA$xNedi,edprcess Accordtnglohim.St_,\nfn.iliriledtr!
socixl nr.dintion b) cxpens and pcer, setlmcdillion. ard a jlrd nredi ion
(l-atuoj. 2005: i05). llc re.ognizes dre inrpo(lnce .t drnre specch snd
nrilarion itr rdirlina thmugh second lm8u ge The nictmntrur t \ic\ ot
usulse lcdnring is sutponed hy ArknroD (1002: 516) \rho propo\es dmr
lxnguagen qtrisilionudlanguxge usc cannor l[ pronerl\ (rd.,nood sirhonr



raling nao ac.ount thc $cial$r,rld. Hc mainlains rharlangua-se is obriously
x social pracri.c. i yrixL complishm$l, ! social 1ool. nd poinls oul th.L
'p.ople use hdau sd t)nct in andon rhetsocialnorlds lo convey! conlrcl

dd porlortu,mons orircrthins\- ideN. Ieehr-g s. .cr ions. idendies md siinple
(btr crucial) lctnowledeemenls ot the exislence ol other humdn bein-gl
(Atkinson 2002: 516). Funher one\ padicip.lion in r hnsur8e rctiril, is
iiflucnced by rhcsocirl \uld socielal pnclices dd beliels, culluul nomrs
an,tthcdillnbution ol'po\rerin lociery (Atkinson 2001:527).Alkinson(2001:
5:16)lnysthatlanguasei\leanedininlemclion,onen\rilhnroEcapablesocial
member and clasroon leacber de pd ol dris -!nup wheE second lmsuases
aE concemed. bul only r pn( - peers, mentoN, rule models, niends. l- nily
nrembe's md sisnificxm olheN can J$ fall into rhis cnegory' (Arkin$n

The Socio'Educ.1ion.l Model oiSecond LrnsuueAcqtrisnion posi{s lhar rhe

socioculrunl nilieu plays an nnponanr Dle (Grdner e( rl 1999). Gudner er

lThe sociocuhural milieul can i.iluence individtrrli leveh ol
aititudes. motivatio( a.d anxiei] as well asfteEl.rileinpoflnnce
thai rhese attibutes play in lhe langurge lc niDg pruess. The
milieu, lu emoE. c be rs broM {s rhc commrtrity in which
individuah lile or as narcw N individunls expdicnces in the
honrc. Thar is. individuaG early erperien.e\ itr r specili.
$.n,cullural context could be eipecred ro ph! a rule in rhe
Jevek,pmcnt or rheir atritudes rnd noiirarion asocided wnh
\econd lansua8e learnins.
(1999:422)

Hencc, ihe va'irnce in SLA cm be explaincd not only h! nuivdbial aid
,rirudinrlvrrirhlci hur also by a v iery oi sociJ. crlru'nl rM dcmogflphic
vxriable\ In tuct, in a rnulilinsual comear such N Indix n is thc lrtrc. rhdr
plals, ptudomimnt dc in SLA nrn ddcle cofiinks wirh thrs appnrach
andexrn,ner ho\'$cial!trdculiumlticlorcnnallecr SLA.Thc $ctuculturrl
prn ri.c\ rfirt oF.atc bolh inside and ouLsidc drc clNyoom wlll hc dis.uss.d.
I will fi.{ krok * I hc contexts ol learn ing thc $atus ol Englirh in India atuj
Enllish laneurse educdion in rnv narc i. ihe secrio rhlr lollo{s. I will
the n alrcnr pr lo anal! se dre lir.bn ihdt lbctL2&quisnio.nrlhelalerseclions.



3.1 Stltus and futrctiom oI English in Indi.
Indi. belorys to lhe Outer Circle in Kachrut ( 1989) hodel. English is used in
lndia .s a sond l.nEuase lbr widercommunication within ihe country. English
entoys frr norc presiEe tha. any other language, including Hindi The
uselulness ol Hindi as a linsua lranca is Egionolly limited NheEls Enslish :s

moE useful as a liryua fmca. The lansuage sNes a wide ranec ofuundtuns
in donains ol social lile, education, media md cross'culturl comfrtrnic,tion.
ln dre nullilinsual Indian seltinE, as ide ified by Snvastara (199,1.itod in
Oar8esh 2006:92), Enslish h used as.library laoguage ior acquirins
infomation a.d as a link language lor communicatins sith peode Aon orher

fierc are uound 333 million speales ol Enslish in tndio alone. The prcsence

ol En8lish lor moE lhan 200 yeds has led to the nativization of rhe lusulge
As Crystal (1998) says, EnElish n no loryer lasged Nith the colonial pa\r
lnstead, n has been shaped ro neer then om eods. t cal voclbulary, l{,cal
culluml veiations, and new stand ds ofprcnuncialion re developed (Crystal

1998). As a Esult. Enshb n not o.sideftd an alien lmEuase or a lansuaEe
ol re elne. theE is a Ercsing nEd dd desiE lo lem Enshh elen amon8
rhe lower socio-eonomic grcups. Thc sprcad of Englkh n.ry be rtibuled 10

lacrors such as muliliryualin, lansuaEe policy in educarion. clobalization,
Ihe use of Enslish in Ihe media. and litemry cEatvny (Crsesh 2006: 9l).

Gaddol il99?: 5) arsues lhlr laneuases ale nol equal in pohical or s@i!l
sralus,plrticulanyinmultilinsualconleis.LaryuasesaEot'tenbiemrchicaliy
ordeEd in status as shown in fieuE 1 l.



FiqN. l.t The tndian 1on3@3e hiaurr) (coods{n dd cGddol 1996: 202)

Tnm are nedly 200 laneuag* in India that ensi wilh djfldins statns. r-cat
vemacular la.8lages used within the fahily md for inreraclions wilh ctk
niends aE at tne hrse ollhe pyrmid. In the saond layer from dre base aE
tanguases Nhich for6 lhe ncdium of prinary and secondary edxcltion,
newsplpes, radio broadcNrs, d local comerce. ar rhe r,op of rhe pyramid
aE languases used in of|cial adminhrition, public donains, and for wider
and intmaaional commnnicatio. (c@dman and craddol1996: 195). Hdce,
Hindi dd Englisn m ued as ihe lingua francas in nosr parts of lhe country.
tlindi is usd *idely in rhe Nofinm egions vnc@ Engtish k the prefered
laeuage for communicaLion belveen poplc from differcnt srales in lh€



Craddol has nrade lhe lbllowin! observation .boul lhe inrer ctions belween

Noi rll spealers will be nuenr in lar-luage \anedes rt rhc hiaher
lcvels. The nomal p,tern ol acqulsiinm will begitr wirh lhose

Jrfux;e\ir'e.a. \4d\ o lc*"1..'.o,lu', ".' lqr{u'e
the use ol vaictids rhe uppcrnn,st layer hecansc dEl never tind
thenrselvc\ in rhe .omnrnicatire position Nhich Equn s s0ch

lansurgc ForexainpLc, Indian tmm drc i.le oI KcmL shosc

nrorhd lonsUe h r titll language nuy rlso spelk Tuh' (2 rnillion
!rcxkc^) and lhc slale llngulge Malaytl.m (3:l nrLlli or rhc

ncishbo rine $.te lan8uage Kanndr (4l nillion) ll they krow
rny Hindi orEDglish-n is lilelytobe rheir lburth or l,lih langnlge
H.sever. morc 0nd more peotlc i. the world will l.rin langnages

in the nppemo* layer as r Esull ol inrpfuvcd edncarion rrd
changins prkms oacommunicaLion in the world

(1997:12)

Graddol (1997: l:l) naintlin\ th t E.gl,dr is Dor u$d rinrlly N I delnull'
llnguagci n is ofien used becrusc it is.ulturally rcsarded t$ rhc lppopriatc
lanCu4c lor r panicular conmunicativc context. Alrhough Etrglish G uscd

,longsidc o6er Nidely uscd l,.emges, it h not uniionnly Ned acrcss the

country. Therc a.e mr.t diflnrcnces in ho* peoPlc sperl English
Codes{itchinE. lor innance, is widesptad. Halinr sri(l rhrt- I 'nur
immeJirtely say dmt rheE is an exlensive English spealiry communiq ii rhc

count.RelariretlreuseotEnglishlanguagcroL21emc6,I.rn\,trharthe
exposurc to Erglish is very lnnitcd. En8lish is not their Prercftd languaee

Thev do nol idenlily thensehcs wiih thc cultuE olthc tarle{ lmguagc Fnr

rfrn.l-nJr.'nl(Jm,o .:, J'lr utr orf'ef'uir ' .u^rr '.Pn{E(McKay2002:35).Aslu.K"yqrdinBSridh andSndhlr,€pons.L2lcame6'
useolEnglish in a 

'nrltilingualconlexr 
is sienilic!0rly d'leenr tionr rhd ol

mo.olingual {cdkcrs (Sridhr and Sndhar: 1994 ciled NlcKny 2002: 39).

Thcy hxvc !ilerent needs in usina rhe lan!urge than do nronoliDsud spelkers
Monolinstral uscrsof English us€English lorall olnrcirconrnruni{rive nccds

wlrereas multilineurl \pe,kes use English tur moE kslrickd and nrmal
ptrlroscs (McKay 2002: 27) As enlraged in rhe Nrlional Curiculum
FEmcwork (Natn,naL Councrl or Edn.ational Resrreh rnd Training 2OO5:

39). fie poils for r \ec6nd l,n!u,se curi.unnn in a mulrihrgullcounty like



Indir aE lw. rdd: ardinnenr ol ! b.si. prolicicn.], $ch ds is acqutred in
narlrallanguage learni.a,aDd rhc developmenr o| surc j.lo an i.srumenr
f.. $sracr thoneht and knolvledsc a.qunilioD ihoush tnnexrmple) tirer.cy.
Thc sc.nrio in K!mat0l,, r skre itr South lndia, is nor ditfercnr lron lhe oie
I have describcd. Neverlheies. rhc tangtrage potcy aid educationltpracliccs
lary tioD oie statc ro mdhe[nd so I wi licus on (amarakr in th. iexr

3.2 The cse of Karn.iak.
For the invenigarion oiEngttsh languaee tcachin! (ELr) in Indiann impon,hr
tr differcnriale bdve.n two kinds ofs.hools: rovemrnctr/{drc and plilale.
Th..h...tr.,t ( ,'!r tr rr h.. h4'. E,g,. , t..,,,u.,sr pr, r. F 1. ) 1
.le, r.on.c orp 

'r 
l. 'o i ' 

g.i.h o ., e r\r \roi I!J6 t'uo. .rioa.. l'.h. pxA' I v tr r.. u. n1 t, I r...F, ., f ": "i,,."" i,
onc ol rhe sourhcro narcs in tndia. nanrely. (aflratakn, lvhich s tuv own.d.h.'cnr.,.{ t .n' l.,rxngnt.,.r,,i,C, ,,...r, o,.,, o,,,
20'il Ce1.'..,. o. t,'.Ulr pcopt. il I mrur. o" o,p. . r. nnm .
fien mod-tonarc. 1,05.1speak Udu,703 speal Telugu. i5T \tea( Txmil_
160 src0k Mrathi, 256 speak Hindi. 146 speak Konkmi. hd 133 steak
Malayrl,m (Cetrsus oflndia2O()l cired jn Vijayakunrar 2008)

TheE ffe 54529 prindyschook (chssos I ro 7) xnd 9.198 secondar schools
,J .re, q, lai 1 K- rJ.-.d.1he n.tr *, o e,,,.n",,.., o,a,rr.,l,.r

. l.ll) r{.} r..r .,.,.u. p'!Jre.A o,.JJry,i ho. r D.pJdn. ot pub.r
h{rulr.l, Th r JrcoLl! o,.'de,.. rro),. in go\r, ne .e.u.Jd
..nrc . Jqd t21 .rou.r.'d) np tr p, \ .re - to,.t.. Ob., , -.1. ,he. Jre | r.F.' d/,,.n or \.r .c1oor. 1 J'ta Fa.on. m..hr bp J. ot oi.

(a) The mediun ofinsruction in prilare rh@ls is EnElish.

(b) Thcre artberer hcitiries su.h ,s conrpurei libidy and orherlelming

(c) Thc nuniber of studcnrs per .hss is less (j0 r5) thrn fiar oa th€
govemnrnr schooh (wbeo n larics r.om 60 ro ?O)

(d) Tlre sclook hNe the flexibiliry otselecting.oursebook!.



I wlll hcreaaier.on\idcr ontt tlE Aolemrncnr_/srlre $hool \y{cn as ir repEsci('tcorr . Jri'Jc i .r6r o .rio. ka,1 ,, .tet.r;,,... ,r:,..*,,r.,
. u.cJ i. t ne.[, e,n.rn..r.r,.tr.tmdJt:

The govemmcnt schoots lak b{si. infrasrkrure utrd do nor hxlc ldequxte
cduc atioill lac ihlc s. The !.veny orgoeemjncir schooh rnd ot rea.hea rnd.r d, .,rn. r t .tl o, t. 

^h.,t.of,d.n rltc-, n!,..,. tjJ|e.u,J p.ner q, -oi'. rhi: tr.'r' 
' 
r r, '. . t.rc. ., r 1{ ,. or n,, r, : L. ., ,. trbrr)

leilnies, d rlailabilir, of tare{ cquipmcnt such as rhc compurer TeactE^
loliow prtsc.ibed courcbookr nnd prrpa.e rudenrs mninlv for rcsrs andp\..1tr:,iq. l..i'Jc,.".i n,J. nJ.,er, r.1...t ,.r"..no. r ,om
1.,,.o,,,.o r, tr. .' .. tt.J r. L ot(Joo(,1.on,, Jn rn.cror x..gor). i|.,{,cdco nJrr)..,.ui. tr,T rr "n,ip,, r.,,o,,.o.np".
(Jayaran l99li ll2) oi dre otlrorhard, nDdenrs in EnsLish nediu,n (h..k
1..'.i:tr|'.,nu. po.ied ruJ(.av." t."",... -,r..;J, "nediuD ofiislru!rn.. They hNe an cdSo over rhcir .ou nr.rpnns nr rcgionll
.Pdiunschools inrern olemptoymcmopporundes_socrxl Drb trvwilhir

'l 
our.rJc rn. !o.. r I a.Jc..)J!.e*1,..ur..Nrot ..t-, lit p,nlrc.

Tl"\J'onJ .,' tr. 'm t,.n,"qo,l .N.r,o,.t Co,,.,t oi'd,\. ror..,
Rcsear.h aDd Training 2005: l0 ) documents rhar ,hier.rchre\ or .r{.
c.or..n.!..."..11r.'oe.rt. on..!,,1.1t. \... rJ,".t .t.urA,,
e., tr i n, d, rli onel tJ.. .rJ. rer 7.t .. j .o.,.. .t . J., rtt n r., ce
a.ccss l{r cdu.rrion nid paniciparion of childien i; s.hoot The rnmihb..p,r d3no.te Jc,....Jr ,r!.rrn \t \ i.1J., .n:o\dnmenr
..1 ,l.a.o...r,er r1e F,r.e. ui

4. Socio-.ultuml aspecrs of tcamins Engtjsh

4.1 Fanily Backsround

Tl-ei.'. tr t..c..r rin hetoln. .on.b.i.e1t ,t .,.,. ccor.Jnr L

V rrnJrl, -r i. l: .niorcn . ,.tr"".. .. ,o . B cr r r dr|c1l]. . o,ul.."h.) "n' b'o..'oo tr.hr\c ir,il !.r r. I tr I 1 r to,- e\.., r(.t
r. .r.,r. b\ n1c ptJl ., .,rt. .otr i1. tor.n.

de\clur/ enr oioiJl Enlllh nmf!,etu) rnJ iretu.l .tr t\
'lhc $udenb ancdins gorernDcnr scho.k ore rhe nio{ disadvxnrrqed jn,J,....,.,.r\ rlr.. -,cor.,,i..'.\ 

"no e hjr^.Jt) tJ.,rrp,J.. d



srrusele to acquirc Ensli\h l&guage lroficiency Childrcn in many mmlaEas
speakindiale.rs atrd oftcn nor eren in $e s dddresional language. Thcre

trc vdaions in thc dialects spoken. Grade I childrcn (a-qq 6 yerh) re only
ju$beginninglo leam rcadin! and rv.iting inthe \chool lxnEuaee (nedium

of in*rucrion) and for rhousrnlts or childen the school langnage is i6elr r
sccond language. Their exposuE b English is li,tually noi_cxistent. Irot
importantly. fiey arcnNr seneEtion Englkh learnirg slude.t.

In order ro find our rhe lamily blckgmund aDd the attirude oi parenls towards

Englnh, we at the ReBional Inrriluk olEnglish Soulh India. BanealoE- in

collabomiion wilhthc Enslishand Foreign LmSuaees Univesity. HvdeEbad,

conductedasuNey usingthequestionnrire meurod.Thesurveywasconducied

among a s nple ot 100 I)xEnts 69 hom lillages, 4 f.on snall rorns and

rnoLher 27 ilonr ciUes Thc sudy Evealed lnat 209. oi dre pare.ts hrle noi

cven complered secondar y schooling and only 32% oflhern have had sch@lins

up roclass X. Their occupation is as rollows: 21 paEnls are ilnncrs.28 aE in

servrc. I 9 aE hone makes. and oth c^ r.e either bus inessm e. or ! rofessionals

or do other kinds or jobs.

The daralboutfienabihy ro use Engli\h de gilcn in table I l.rable 12and

Table l.l Sp.akina abili,



English?

35
23

22

English?

42
18

09
22
09

InleR.hnClr, $ose who rsis'6Ed lhenabjLrie\,o spedL read Jnd,riE u
helishas nrl or alinle e orl hom vila€.! tud rown.. tunher.6 tuy s
? I % paEnk do nor read booL: in Engtish. 80% ot hem do nor Ead newspapen.

d J msjdry otthem rS2Srdonol Edmasanneq h Lnqli.h. when bsted
iirh.y usd engli:b ar home or in rhe nei8hbourhood orar;cial Calheingsm
at then child s school,70% ofthen Bponded negarilely.

A rialduveJ qsconduchd wirh lhe chrldEn ot lh6e parnrs uho sft
sludyin8 in clas6 V, 14 tud vll ,n sovffuenr $hoots to.ared eo$ rhe



srate. Tre srudy snowed sinild Esults lor childen iidi.dring rhar rh. majority
olrhendoro r'.dneu\pape'.urr-Er/ne.o' wJrc\'.I\i itt.pogrdrme.
or ltuen o any maErial in English. MoEover, many of then do iot use English

at homeorin fie nei ghbourhood or * ith dre per sDup al $hool,

lr is obvious ftom lhe data abovc rhar childEn hardly set lny crpo{re to oral
lDd literacy exDniences in English in lhe hone enfionmenr. Howeler, thc

dtirudes of the paents.nd $e children roBards Enslish aro hiehly Posnivc.
The majoily ot the parcn.s se En8lish as rcpEsentin8 rhe key io econonic
dcvelopment and ehploymcnt opponunities. They ale rel rhdr E.Clnh should

be a conpulsory language ai thc primry level. Inter6tinelx 75% oi rh€ pm.ts
dnagre.d with lhe $alenent English should be the nEdium or instuction al

it is .ho inteEsting to nore thar 52.6% of the children find leming Hindi
difticull Md 42.9% ofthem ind leami.E Enslish dilTiculr N shown in li8urc
I4 Surrisingly, $e najonty of them (82.7%) €sponded rhar the, did not

want ro l4m Hindi norci in$ead i9.6% wmted to lerrn E.Clish morc as

illustrded in table 1.5.They secm ro @o8!ize belter prcspe.h in leming

Ft! tL t.l whLh la auae.drtaulrnthpnrxdifrrut,1



t:i?uE l5 Morc Hh)ai ar rnR ntttllht

23s

Tnc major nndnEs of rhe suBey m:
. Childrcn studying i0 govenrment schools hale no access to oral and

lnem! acdvnies in Enghh ar home.
. They have htrdll ary a.cess ro resoutoes in English.
. They have slron8 motivation for lcarning English,
. Pftnts wanl dreir childrcn to slndy E.glish d a .ompulyny l.nlulge

but do not *anr it as ! medium olnr$ruction.

Trcscnndingsae.onsGlenr wnhotherresqrch nudics.ariedouti.bilingual
contexts. Rccse or nl. (2000) hrle condncled a lonsnudinal nudy oi lhe
lntecedents of emersem Spanish lncrey Md middle schoolEngli\h rcadins
,chielefrenl ot Spanish speaking srLde.s in abilingual conrerr in the U.S.A.
The srudy rv,s caried out on scond Senemtion Spanish spakine sturienc
and rhen Latino paenrs, Reese et.l. (2000: 649) recognize rhe lons rem
bencfts ot ealy (pres. hoo l) langu lge and Litency prcfic icnc! ri d c xperi enc es.

They.ryuetharb.$ carly fi rstlangurae lir..cypcformniceandoal English
poiiciency Nill prcdict middle $h.61 Enslish readina.chievenem.

Reeseetdl. (2000:651) reporr rhar family bdckground r&roB sucb as pracrice
ol homc basad Iirrdcy acrivilies rnd parctrGchild inrera.ri6ns contribute
significanrly lo .hildrn\ acadenic pedommce. Tbey mdinuin rhar lhe lacloB
lh scem to be nftn.ring secondlanguase achievcme in a bili.gud.ontext
!e pafnhl v.lues, fimily her.c, hktory, parents educarion. md fnmily s@io
ec.nomic st.tus.Thestudy al$ eveals lhal tanily ronrircs and d€lelopment



sctrntve !.liritier drat crcarc opponunnies Ibrchilirren !r rcarn.nd de!ekip
throtrgh 

'nodcllins. 
joi.l produ.!o.. apDrenriceship. atrd orhr tunns ol

mediat d social leamlng crbcdded in goal dir4led ifleracrid]J r. raret!
fbnnd in bilingud conlexls (ltolofi i990r Weisns t98.r.itcd nr R.ese el xl

Onrer .csc ch $udies (lor c\ample. Tizrd and Hugh* 193.1, Welh 1986

, {JrnJ,nrt.c\rldrror r JJr.l. 1'oLer.. I ..ir.i'ig.'f.
sh.w rh,r rhc Elsons lbr ditfcrcitial mtes ol lan8urle lcvclopDrcDr tre rhe

so.io €conomic o. class dilicrences. Ac..rdins ro Bemlein 11960 cired in
Ganon nd Prrt 1r)ll9l,childEn fom losers@io economic hrk!rcurdsarc
benrg cxpos.d ro impove.ishcd language cono!rcd wnh rheir middle-class

someBndshstudles- as rcponed bt Gxssand Selinker(1008:.r20) hxvc fou.d
thrl thcrc is ! gEalercooelarion belween secord l Euagc aprirude dnd sNal
clo$ ind prrcnral edu.ation. The\e ltudies Eveal rbar .hildren liln hoE
pnriEgedclasscsrtrdwith higherpaEntal cducarionarcnora likclyroderelop
grcarcr apltude Lr llnsuase leminq.

]b {m W *h!t I have rlucd so tir, SLA is nol enriEl} ba\ed on inhcrcit
capabililic\ So.ialatrd socier.l backlrounds. ianrily bxckercund specrfi.xtty,
havc r erear inpact on SLA Children fn,nr a loNer so0io-e.ononri..lrss get
liu , pt, r 

'ni 
e, oe1,!:. { !o.i .nrerJll.,.rd r,'}Jt\pi"..!,...

thcirplEnh aEe nrcr lllilerde (trdo nol value aduh rssi{M.e rhll iacilirares
L2 dcrclopmenl. Eult lriguige expeicrccs ior L2 childrcn !r hoDre or even
in rheprcschool penod rre vci] lnnired ir mt educaln,ui.onrcxr.
Wh.lhappcns.urside rhe cl ssmom inevndbly hls lnrpotum Npcrcusriois
on rvhd hrppens in the clasDom. The clasyoom ls one segnenr.trhc soctll
trorldolrhe leamer HeD.c. nr lhe sedbn tharlbllows.I \rouldli(e loexrnrine
rheda*nnn frio6 thal aiact L2 acquisirion preess

tlynEs (1974cned in ColleDlinc nnd Fed 2004r t5i)rvNrhei6tbser rhe
tu-lc lnr ftco8niz Dg rhe inpodlnce ol conrcxtual ilclor $ch as sening,
p,dicipanh, .nd cnd (p!Aose) on .ommDni.lrirc inrcm.rion in ih. St_A
pmctss.llc (197:l: xix citcd ir Collcntine and Freed lUl,l t53).bservcdthat



\hckeyloundernandinglnn!trrgoincontex.nLoidnor\ilhhnguagebft
wirh conlexf. Collcnrnrc nnd Frucd (19?2: xix) repor rhal BaLione hrs
identilied rw..onLxls thrl L2 I

lLlearnc* drsciLaLl, confhnllrvo conlexrs: .,,,n,nridrik an!
le,r,,ng Co'nmuiicrtik c.nrcxrsEquiE rhur rhe leamer tr:e lhe
Ll n\ r rrlof\ons lorcxchrging inronrllion md paaicipding
in mpoflanr sf,'xL and inlcrpc^onll lirnctions. Lenming comexls
,totho\ein*hichinptrr dlcr.ncroulputarehsbioned(nomruUy
with thc a\si*ance of a tcrchcr) \o rhat learneR riu atrend 10

ro nr xnd rlkc ris*s lowlrd ihe ullimare Eoal ol inprovins lhen
lingui*ic cxpcrtl!c FurthermoE. nr comnNricxti\e contexts.
lerrneB ma] or rnay nol be .s oienred towxrd lunheing rheir
iineul*ic development as rbey Nould be in r leunint contcxt
(ftrli.s in original) (Balstone 2002 cned in Collenlnre and Frced

Ho*ever. rheconnu.i.live dd lerming contexts rbal I-l leanese.counrer
in rhe Indran \etrid8 do nor rich and nunurin8 lo SLA. L2 lerneB uEiy
e n.ou nler \i rurr n,ns in rh€n cvcrydry lile wheE lhey c.n apply fien learnin!
erpeneicc\ so rhcy crn.t truly benelil iDmcomnuni.divc contcxts Thc
n mll lrngurge cL\woom thai L2 (udens lind tlremscl\,$ ishcrvilyhiased
ro\railsleahinSconrerrs Tickoo(l99l:234cnedi.GoodmmrndG ddol.
19961 201) hN righrly.b\cwed rhrt lTlhe lrurh is lhar lhe !d{ nrliorit! of
lndians rre tnughtEnglish in an rcqui\ltion poorenvircnincnr d $ drsult
rhc lx nen xge does nor be. ome a usrble means ol comrun i.dion Hcmninrai.s
rhar dris is eiine.rl), tue ftr dDsc who lile in lillxgcs whcrc rhcrc 

"re 
no

oppotunnies ro her the Langulgc spoken.

Scvcml orher tucrors \urh !s thc clns size, rerhinB m.rhods. leaning
$atcgi.s. and prior lernin! erpc.lcnces h.!e a bcrrint oi SLA. As hi as

cLasssizcisconcerned, n is.or sulPrisine to ind 60 b 70 $dc s in a.lr$ in
r lypical govcrnnre.t s.hool Tnis is in impo ml lacd dlr influeices rhe
choice ofdesirble merhods xnd pqctlces that lhe lea.h$ uscs in dr prccess
ol curicular r'ansa.rion (Nrrn)nal Conncil ol Lducxrn)fu] Research and
'liaiDlng 2005r 301. one should !lso note thal Urc girls !ir roward one side ol
rhe clas and rhe bo* rn lo*ard the other and thnt ihe lwo groups seldoin
hrlcanyrhing ri sry t. each other



An edrnoemph. srudycodducted by liuNaixrhr. I t999)otr Cuiamri.rcdnnD
studens in hdia rovcal! thar almoi xll language ln rhe clas dirc.rive\.
voc.bulnry nc'n:, cmnc plr.erxphs f'!m shon sbies arc rra.slared Th.
.lmo. . r.'..\.',,'. on irJr ". 

..1'tr.1 \ i't
developins \peakine shills. Ronanathan (1999: 221) rpons, clpla,ns lrhv
sudcnrsdo nor develop cominuiicrlive abiLirl,ln Etrglis[ Thu is xtso e.h.cd
ir rhe Ndnmd Cunioulum Frnrwork:

Childton \ yoices ud erperici.cs do nor find extrcsioD h rbe
.lnsfoon Often the only voic. hcard is lhllof(he reachcl whcn
.hildrcn speak. lhey are nsDally only an$e ng ihc racheas
que*ions orEpe.lin! thc tcacher'r wo s. They mrcly do dntrgs,
n.r do they have oppoftuini€s 10 lJke lhe inni.tilc.
(Narional Council ofulu.arioi,l Rese !h md Tml rg 2ur5: 13)

Chlkken s ntugAl. in Enalish laDgugc cla*es my be $nrm.rizcd in rhen

^"1 .ord.:"wr,-1. E'..'e\r ":.n'r ,rr u,,tin ,c., prJ, c
spe*irg English \o wc llnd job nncnie$sdilicull" (ltrman.rlrn t999:
22:1. Tcache6- rold, ^ onc teacber crtuc"lly pur n. lies ir rnertly dispe.sine
\rhat n in apresrnhcd scr olrelrs nrorhe heads otrhe $udcrts" (RanDn.rhan
1999:2231. English languaae leachin! pracices are morc orlcssdre srn€ id
all golem'nenr schook lcDss rlrc.ountry. By rhe rimc nre! iea.h secondary
.l,rc. n.rr.l' J.., Lho nr.e EFqn Lo il hi: t tro.rL,1 ng en\ n qnfl I

lose rhct sell co.ndencc atrd rheir.$ility ro expEss rhemsctves. As a re\utr.
they rcrort ro nemo.iTing the co.renr and lre under enornrous pre*ure k,
perlonircxami.dims Somereconsanrlyonlhever!cofdroppingouror
school bccxuse rhey find Englhhcldsscs toodiificulr.

KachN (2003: ll.1) iddnrifies social hicnrh, and conrcnriotrs oti.rerrcdrn
nanasenr $ rwo the orher tso arc .uluEl r ucs cxpressed in specilic
cutx,thcmesiddconvcntionsolsnang).onrpoDcnsolcutrureandsociai
slsLens dnt have .o.\equcnces lor vcrbal inrerucri.n cirher i. lingui(ic
$ru.ture or in conventons olspeaking or wriling or borh. Kr.6sch (2()Ol]
cired in ColleDtine rd Fred 2004: ls6) rlso submitred nrar ,a .on\idemtion
of,lermins conrext's repe(oire oa dis.ourses (e! ropics, i.reractional
co.venrioDs, wnren rd oral-seNes, orihe exreft b Bhich a te.$n is or is
nol lelchcr fromed) pnrvides rhe mo{ salie drta poinG ro undeBiand rhe
eileots oi s&@ulrurtrl lrriables on SLA. An examin.noi.rrhe sovcnnenr



schools in lDdiasho$s d[ttl]cr.achertl.ys ihetrll]itn,nrl nneol!n!uthoity
figurc itr rhc.la$room Cla$es are kerrl gidly utrder r. tcrhcrs conrol.
Rtrles such !s rnaintlinirrs silence ln classooN atrd x.strcring only ilyou
[non lhe Ehl rnswd nra] dhcoumgc procescs rhdr d. mcgral roSLA

Chlldrcn arc tror activc tadicipan6 evc. in rh. lN LxnSuSc rcqui\irbn
pro.css. lhef depasilo re.ipicn( ol rhluplrgivcnhy drc rcach.r lli\thc
tea.ho, \rho jnr,ats x lxlk u\Lrlly by *ry oflskine disthy que{on! rnd
st'Jonts ris*cr his/hcr qucqion\ conve,ldlon in re ch$rcom is, hence-
limircd only to qucsrion! and lnswes. II d .ll theE is iny peerro'peer
nnemclion in lhe cl.sroom. n happens ir Ll.lirher nrnsLare and explain
t.xrs bclorc dictating aDsvcrs. As rcpon.d nr thc P.siti.tr Pal)cr Nati.tral Fmus
CroDp oi Tea.hinE Eiglish lNiti..al Council .l Educarn,nrl Research and
Ttuining2005: l2).lhemolher(m8ueenrestheEnslishc a\saranrreptitbus
inlruder These llcnrs hinder L2 developmenl rnd studcnh arc 0t srcat
dis lvrntuse Rhen nconres tr usin! EDglish in naruml.ortcxh

Addedlothis.ns$nrereserrchstudies(Wilkirsor l995iTalbnrrndStcsan
L.19 ..reJ .r (rller . .e J,J Frlcd 2LU1: )e lrd d or 

'n 
rn ne.-rotr

classrooDN rcpor. lcarncs ,nxy develop kn.sledge ol !rammnr dnd
gmNnr!.al nruc(ur€s bur pL.gmatic conpcrence and y,.nri',gui$ic skill!
do.or aFpoa. ti derclop quicuy in ihe L2 context. This is pnnly because only
a single. tunnrl 'tgikr of conrmunlcarion n tru8hr in the cl$r!om. n is also
bccar\e .hildrcn lrc not .xto!ed ro or sensnised ro coD!c ion\ ol orlr$
vrrieiicsoflangulgc use(Kachru 2006: l7i) So rhel do tror sccnr b bc warc
ol thc nrc ol lillcn, rhelorical su.(egies. and conv. nlN ol l)oliteness in
\nokcn ind srilt. discou$e CoDscqucnly. L2.hildre rend tu wriG sbll
the]spe aDdspedlwhnttlrcy$ntcwnhoutknosingrhediilerencesbetqeen
nr..on\cDrtu.s ol \tolctr and wrilDn nodes.

Anorhcr iuponmr irior rhI inlluences SLA pi\Eess is thc cla$roon {ru.rure.
Willranrs md Burdo. (1997: 192) define clasmm shcrDre as rhe *ay in
whiuh lcmring exFriences hlve been ol.gdizcd Ther. !'r rhtoe kinds of
.lrsmom stuclues: conrpeLili!e. co.opcratire. aid,nd'rdurli(ic (Willians
mdBlrd.n 19r7).whalwelindinrrypi.alIndDn.lr\woo jsrc.nrpctitive
environmenr. Suc.ls lDd hliDre ,re med\uEd hy comnrrins onesell wilh
othes. Righrrn$veN are ftwxrded and misrakes arc nol rolcurcd. This lilcch
rhc psy.he.l nrde ler.ne.s. As a rcsuk. they m lc{lul ol ,ndking misllhes



and too shy to conDunicdro in the cl$su)m. Williah\ xid Budcn sxy rtr.r
lhis is nor condu.ivc t, lcaming I lrngDxEe The, I \o aEuc rhxr it rhe
clasymnh dtungcd in!comperinve w!y. ilis difficnh ro plnxno pornive
nnerdependence, Iucero-facc porltile inreraclior. so.'nl lkills and glup
ptuccssins, wtrich. ir my rieu- rre iniponaDt lbr sLA

5. Con.lusions and implic ions

Thc mlin rgunre ol$isani.le is: ir n mponxmrocon\idrrrheconrexrsof
lea,iing nnd the inlluence oi exreflrallrcror shilc lrcDrt!ing ro undersand
the conplcx phe.omenon of SLA. t have discussed Lhe economi.ally
disMvantaged sraLus olNudcn6 ledning in govemrem schmls itr rhe rgional
mcdiunr andnn.lrscdihe tn.ro$aftcdinsrhenSL . I havotucussedon tnnri y
backgruutrd ractoG and cln\soon culruE md argued rhlr rhe), are sisniricant
p.edicbm oloEl proliciency and lnerrr dcleio,ncnl ir Erllish
TheiDpllcirionof rhisdgtrtucnristhalwennN|roviderontexrstharrn nnise
lermin! opponuinies rr \uch cbildEn. lr xho inplics lhtrt $e nu$ ,ncrlnde
nesoliutcdntrera.li.n (Kunramvadileh 1994:34).wh rls mcxnrb!negoliared
inrcncrion is rhlr \he leaDer shonld be acrilely irvotleJ in.lxrificatton.
conimattun, compEhensii checks. requests, npxning. 

'trcrin8, 
and llrm

r.tina (Kuin.rav.dirch 1994: l4). lt aho merns rhlr ihe lemer should bc
lnenthelieedom anden.ou.Jaemenrtoinitiatetrlt, nor tu(Edandrcspoid

ln sunr. cducalional !.li.t is a kcy lacror in a.hicriire clurtiry, cquiry and
DnifrDrnl. Sehrivc bilinguallsm (Jara.rm l9q3: tol) in schooh i.e de
intmducrion .l rhe r.gtunallmgnage a\ !n alEmxriy. mcdrunr oiin{ruc ))
alon8wnh Eigllshin selecrdsubiecrs may b. a viahl. lllemalive. HoN.Li
asC$d,nan and Ctuddol (1996:203) sa!. n mnn be adnrnred rhrt.irseems r,
be crtehely difticux ro find the mix oi languase educdi.n and lansuase
planiingdeisionsrhrlwillsorklorev.ryonein!psrcol.trixld{tnrutrili'raual

This (udy is linrired r, eramininS thc SI-A prccess ti g.\emmenr rchool
children iron loN $cio-economic sr.rus. I have nxinlr retied.n
q'enwrlJ'P.,r o!.\on.l. ip'\d:,n. d",pa.,"....,F,.r.r,rd
'erchcr 

educxtrand on orhr iese rh stodEs..ried our in simitar conlexls.
Ho*ever rhcre n a nccd ior coDdncring r b.situdimt s y .otrnains rhe



SLA pmccsses in govemnent lnd piv e eh.ol children which n.y rhrow
lunhcr lLght o. the iactou thai hcilitare or hin{Lr l-2 developneni Funhr
acarch. ess.nlidly an elhnographic tlpc. is requned in neasurinA rhc cifets
oihomeenvnoninetrh on L2 delelopm.nt in caes ol childrcn lrom a ranee oI
ft lansuases. Futurc $udies .xn al$ cxamine hos cl$ oom inre@ional
parEms infltrencc SLA ir multilingual conrexls.
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